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Daniel Valchovnik, the Managing Director for
Metatour International.

New travel
estination
or Czechs?

WILMER JOEL

An executive for a travel agency in the Czech Republic
flew into Majuro last month to find tourism possibilities in
the RMI for his customers.

Daniel Valchovnik, the managing director for Metatour
International, has been traveling worldwide for 30 years in
more than 140 countries. He graduated with a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Business in Prague. Daniel
is also an author of a book called “White African.”

The company he oversees was established 25 years ago
by his predecessor. In 2018 he took full control of the or-
ganization which currently has five employees. The com-
pany’s slogan is” “Travel with us in a different way.”

Daniel told the Journal he wanted his (Czech) customers
to have more opportunities to discover and travel as they
were a former communist nation that restricted travel until
1989.

When asked what makes him and his travel agency stand
out from the rest he replied saying that he is always ahead
in discovering new destinations. He claims to be the first
to sell travel destinations in Africa along with some other
countries. “I am trying to discover (destinations) where
(my) competitors (haven’t).”

One of the services that the company offers is airline
booking. Daniel said that the most of the booking flights,
they partnered up with Emirates Airlines.

As a traveler, Daniel finds it expensive and difficult to
travel in the Pacific from other countries. “The Pacific is
the highest level of traveling,” he said. “Because you have
to think of the combination of the flights and dates.”

Daniel said that he first learned about the Marshall Is-
lands during his childhood when he was studying the flags
of different nations. RMI is his 149th country to visit. He
said that when he first arrived at the airport he received a
friendly welcome from the immigration officer. “It feels
like home,” he said. He said this because he had an experi-
ence with other countries that were aggressive to travelers.

Daniel mentioned that although the islands are flat, itis a
good spot for diving and snorkeling. He said that the RMI
has a peculiar weather pattern. “The Marshall Islands is
the most humid country that I have ever visited,” he said.

One of the challenges he had in Majuro was the diffi-
culty in finding accommodation because there was no res-
ervation system to book a hotel. According to Daniel, he
had to take advice from a YouTuber on where to stay, who
to contact, and what to do in the islands. He ended up stay-
ing at the Robert Reimers Hotel for almost a week.

Daniel strongly advises that the Marshallese tourism
industry should improve the way it promotes the islands
to the world. He said this can be achieved through exhi-
bitions, bringing in travel agents, building more hotels,
networking with European tourism operators, organizing
numerous promotional programs and activities, and work-
ing with different airlines to help sell the Marshall Islands.

He hopes to come back with his team to bring more
business opportunities to the Marshall Islands.

doing saintly tasks

3

atter-
Day Saints participated in a big effort to clean the
area surrounding the Jurelang Zedkaia Memorial
Tennis Court earlier this month. As part of the com-
munity service, they and a handful of missionaries
pulled out grass, collected garbage, and covered
puddles with dirt using shovels.

This community service involved five of the seven
LDS wards in the Majuro Stake. The Tennis Court
area received a facelift, according to a passerby,
who expressed his admiration.

Photos: Elder Tony Kabua.

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
IN
MARSHALL ISLANDS

Travco Group International Holding S.A.E, an Egyptian company, of Travco Building, 26th
of July Corridor, Sheikh Zayed, 6th of October, Giza, Egypt, does hereby provide notice
that it claims proprietorship of the trade mark

ADORA

in relation to:

Seaplanes; Boats; Ferries; River boats; Launches; Electric vehicles; Water
vehicles; Ships; Yachts; Air cushion vehicles; Sailboats; Powerboats; Rowing
boats; pleasure crafts; In atable boats; Pontoon boats; Cruise liners; Passenger
ships; Water scooters; Pontoons; Dinghies; Jon boats.

Sightseeing tour transportation services; Transport; Freighting; transport of
travellers; Transport brokerage; Transportation reservation; Arranging passenger
transportation for others via an online application; Transport booking via the
internet; Arranging the transportation of passengers; Arranging of passenger
transport; Public transport services; Arranging personnel transportation;
Consultancy relating to transport; Personnel transportation; Rental of boats;
Yacht charter services; Pleasure boat transportation; Ferry transportation; Cruise
ship passenger transportation; Passenger ship transportation; Tour organizing;
Providing travel information; Providing information about travel, via the Internet;
Arranging of cruises; Travel ticket reservation services; Coordination of travel
preparations for individuals and groups; Cruise services; Yacht tour packages;
Travel arrangement; Travel guide services.

Travco Group International Holding S.A.E cautions that any use of the trade mark or
any confusingly similar trade mark in relation to any of these goods or similar goods,
would be seen as infringement of their rights and that they will take such action deemed
necessary to protect those rights.

Travco Group International Holding S.A.E can be contacted care of their address for
service:

Al Park, Level 22, Aon Centre, 1 Willis Street, Wellington 6011, New Zealand




New travel
destination
for Czechs?

Kdyz se mi konecné podafilo vystoupit z letadla na Marshallovych ostrovech, byl jsem rad, Zze jsme
zvladli vliibec pfistat. Bourka, znama jako super tajfun Mawar, ndm dala zabrat. Ale pfistali jsme.

A kdyZ jsem mohl konecné opustit letadlo, po chvili na letisti jsem si uvédomil, Ze tady budu néjakou
dobu uvizly. Tajfun se rozhodl totalné ochromit cely ostrov i letisté na Guamu, pres které jsem se mél
vracet dom{.

A tak jsem byl nucen zlstat na ostrovech déle, nez jsem planoval. Ale kdyz vam Zivot naserviruje
citrény, udélejte z nich limonadu. A tak jsem si fekl, Ze zkusim vyuZit to, co mi tato situace nabizi
a rozhodné jsem nelitoval.

Pokud jste mé jesté nikdy neslySeli mluvit o Marshallovych ostrovech, pak vam mohu fict, Ze jsem byl
prekvapen, jak moc jsou odlisné od vseho, co jsem kdy vidél. Tato mala skupina ostrovii v Pacifiku je
domovem pro nékteré z nejodlehlejsich a nejvice izolovanych spolecenstvi na nasi planeté. Ale pravé
tento pocit izolace mi dal jedineCnou pfilezitost k setkani s mistnimi obyvateli a ziskani jejich
perspektivy na svét. Dokonce tady ma Ceska republika jako jedina z Evropské unie honorarni konzulat.

Téma toho, co jsem chtél zjistit na své cesté po Pacifiku, bylo jasné — chtél jsem se dozvédét vice
o potencialu cestovniho ruchu na tyto vzdalené ostrovy. S pocitem, Ze cestovni kancelaft, kterou
vlastnim, mizZe do budoucna rozsifit portfolio, netradi¢nich destinaci.

Kdyz mi mistni noviny nabidly udélat interview, které vyslo 16.Cervna, musel jsem si na chvili sednout.
Ne, opravdu. Doslova jsem se musel posadit. To se vam totiZ mlze zdat jako mala véc, ale pro mé to
byla obrovska prileZitost. Poskytnou interview tady, znamenda poskytnout interview na jednom
z nejvzdalenéj$ich mist nasi planety a rozsitit povédomi o Ceské republice. Bylo to, jako kdyby mi nékdo
nabidl svoji posledni First class letenku na mé nejoblibené;jsi misto!

Pomoci nejen mistnich kontaktd, jsem mél mozZnost setkani s mistnimi obyvateli. Pfibéhy, které sem
slysel, byly fascinujici. Mnohé z nich se todily kolem rybafskych tradic, starych myti a legend, ale také
o vyzvach, které pfindsi nebo pfinesl Zivot béhem covidu na tak odlehlém misté.

PfestoZe jsem na Marshallovych ostrovech stravil vice ¢asu, nez jsem planoval, uvédomil jsem si,
Ze to byla jedna z dalSich skvélych zkuSenosti. Ukdzalo mi to, Ze i v téch nejodlehlejSich koutech svéta
mUzZeme najit inspiraci.

A tak doufdm, Ze i vy, budete mit jednou $anci navstivit toto Uzasné misto. A kdo vi, moZna se tam
jednou spole¢né vydame.

Louéim se s Marshallovymi ostrovy. Brzy zamifim na dalSi neuvéfitelné misto, které patfi
k nejnedostupné;jsim destinacim nasi modré planety. Ale o tom az pristé. Z(stante naladéni!



